Phenology –definitions and conditions

First Snowdrop
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The first fully open Snowdrop. Traditionally a sign that spring is on the way.

· Usually between January and March
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First Daffodil
· One of the most recognised plants in a garden. Watch out for the first time a flower is completely in bloom.

· Normally early march but has been known to be as early, as early January!  
First Frogspawn
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The eggs of frogs. Normally laid in ponds when the water temperature begins to increase.

· Late February to early march

First tadpole

· When the first spawn begin to hatch into tadpoles-should be after about a month of the spawn being laid
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First nesting Blue tit

· Watch out for busy Blue tits bringing nesting materials to their nests

· March onwards
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First Ladybird (7-spot)

· The familiar 7 spot ladybird is one of the best pest controllers in the garden

· Normally come out of hibernation in late march-so any time after that
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First peacock butterfly

· A stunning type of butterfly famous for its intricate patterns and ‘peacock eyes

· Late march onwards
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First cuckoo call heard 

· Unfortunately the cuckoo is becoming rarer and rarer each year. Known for its traditional ‘CUC-OOO’ call. Listen out for it from April onwards. 
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First Bumble bee

· Look out for the first bumble bees in the first few warm days of spring (April onwards)
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First ripe Blackberry  

· Very common berry formed on a shrub. Make note of the date when the berries turn from green to a deep black colour.

· Should be ripe in late august but has been known to be up to a month earlier.
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First fully brown conker

· The first time the fruit from the Horse chestnut tree turns from a milky white to a rich brown 
· Mid-September 
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First ripe holly fruit

· A common sign that winter is on the way. Watch out for the scarlet red berries that are immensely popular with birds

· October onwards
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First Ground frost

· First frost where ground is ‘crunchy’ under-foot
· Should be about late October but could be a lot earlier
First frost on car (if different from above)
· The first time ice has to be removed from car windows in the morning

· Normally between late October and late November
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First completely bare oak tree

· A bit more difficult to spot but look out for the characteristic outline of an oak tree without any leaves

· The oak sheds its leaves slightly later than most trees-normally about November.  
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First ‘Fly Agaric’ Toadstool

· One of our most famous toadstools, it is very beautiful but is laced with poison.

· Usually opens up during the first few frosts of winter. 
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First snowfall
· The first snow to fall but not necessary settle

· Could be anytime between October and April

