RSPB Big School Birdwatch 2006
A team of 25 students joined in with the RSPB Big Schools' Birdwatch on February 2nd. They recorded the HIGHEST NUMBER of birds of each species they saw at any one time over a period of an hour.  The results show a spectacular improvement in both numbers and diversity compared with last year. 

	Pied wagtail
	24
	
	Blue tit
	7

	House sparrow
	17
	
	Blackbird
	6

	Rook
	12
	
	Common gull
	5

	Chaffinch
	12
	
	Great tit
	4

	Woodpigeon
	11
	
	Robin
	3

	Dunnock
	11
	
	Coal tit
	2

	Starling
	10
	
	Magpie
	2

	Herring gull
	 9
	
	Jackdaw
	2

	Carrion crow
	 8
	
	Collared dove
	2

	Black-headed gull
	 7
	
	Greenfinch
	1


We knew we had lots of wagtails, and they are quite common in Hampshire schools. However, this is great news for house sparrows! House sparrows are in serious decline across most of the UK. Around 65% of sparrows have been lost since mid-1970s. The decline has been particularly bad in centres of large cities including London, Edinburgh and Glasgow. The RSPB is one of many groups that are researching sparrow decline. There are no answers yet, but it seems that it is probably due to lack of food availability at some parts of the year and availability of nesting sites. 
