Rubbish on the school site
Controlling litter, and making sure that school grounds are cleaned up regularly is an important priority.  A litter problem creates complaints from local residents and businesses, is off-putting to visitors, is demoralising for staff and students, can be dangerous, eg broken glass or cans on the playing fields and finally Is breaking the law. All state-funded schools have responsibilities to make sure that their grounds are kept free of litter. 

Research has shown two important points:

1. That most children (particularly those aged 12+) do drop litter and are not ashamed to admit it. Children are more likely to bin their litter when in the company of their parents or teachers than when alone or with their friends. As primary school children are generally supervised quite closely, the litter problems in primary schools are often less severe than in secondary schools. 

2. Children, in particular teenagers, do not respond well to the term ‘litter’. They use the term ‘rubbish’. Litter is associated with adults and preachy messages, whereas rubbish is part of everyday vocabulary, eg. ‘that was a rubbish film’, ‘what a load of rubbish’.  The term’ rubbish’ is therefore used to show the results of Ringwood School‘s spring litter actions. 

Small groups of students have undertaken litter surveys based on the Eco-Schools’ A, B, C, D litter classification system during the spring term.  Raw data is available to show their evaluations.  Students have then made counts of items and it these counts on which this data is based. Items picked up were counted then classified items as shown below. Each group was then shown as a percentage of all litter. It represents neither mass nor volume of these separate components.

Specific measures have been taken to counteract some of these effects. Students are not allowed to take pasta pots outside and we are making every attempt to collect drinks cans separately in the organised litter collections that take place in lesson 5. A further improvement would be to link collection to survey.
	RUBBISH ON THE SCHOOL  SITE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	Rank
	Item
	% of Total Litter

	1
	Wrapping from sweets and snacks – crisp packets etc
	25

	2
	Drinks bottles – plastic. Mainly milk shake, but some drinks bottles
	13

	3
	Food – largely sandwiches
	13

	4
	Paper from classrooms and school bags
	12

	5
	Plastic bags – various. Includes sandwich wrapping
	9

	6
	Caps and lids  - largely bottles
	9

	7
	Straws , stirrers and plastic cutlery
	8

	8
	Pasta pots 
	6

	9
	Other fast food wrapping
	3

	10
	Drinks cans
	2

	TOTAL
	
	100


