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Litter audit

Paper waste

This is the data obtained by analysing 13 clear sacks from classrooms

	Paper type
	Percentage 

	Office (photocopying) paper


	63.2

	File paper (both lined or unlined) & old exercise books
	8.2

	MIXED PAPER: magazines, books, flyers and adverts - all material printed outside school)
	13.2

	Newspaper


	2.7

	Food packaging (include confectionery)


	5.7

	Packaging for non-food items (include wrapping paper)


	0

	Card & cardboard (any type). Include boxes


	7.05

	Other: (This was shredded paper)


	1.7


Percentages are by weight, not by volume.

TOTAL WEIGHT OF PAPER IN SAMPLE was 30.75Kg

Paper waste check 2

This table shows A4 paper that has been used for photocopying only. We wanted to find how much RE-USE there was of paper before it goes in the bin. 

15 clear sacks were analysed. They came from maths, science, technology, English, geography, the photocopy rooms, history and sixth form rooms

	Total Number of sheets of photocopying or file paper in all clear sacks.
	How many of those sheets have printing or writing on the back?
	Percentage of paper in the sack that is re-used

	10 011
	298
	2.97


This is shocking!  Only 2.97% of photocopying paper is reused. Paper costs money, and it costs money to recycle it! A sheet of paper has a second side that can be used. If you spot classrooms without ‘REUSE’ boxes ask someone in the EcoSchools group for a sticker.

The volume of paper collected by the clear sack system has TRIPLED since it was introduced nearly 2 years ago! 

Waste check 3: What’s in an ordinary classroom litter bin?

We also looked at whether people are REALLY recycling all they can by analysing the ordinary classroom bins that the cleaners empty into black plastic sacks. We used the same categories of waste as for the waste survey at the time of our Environmental Review in 2003. 

This table shows the averages obtained from ten classroom bins. The weight of the litter in an average classroom bin was 47g

	TYPE OF WASTE IN THE BIN
	PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL

	Paper of any type
	67.8

	Aluminium cans
	2.21

	Steel cans
	4.2

	Aluminium foil
	0

	Plastics - bottles
	16.9 

	Plastics – anything that’s not a bottle. Include pens
	4.1

	Pencils
	0.47

	Glass
	0

	Organic waste
	4.32

	Total weight of waste (av) = 0.47kg
	


This isn’t good either. Paper and plastic bottles should both go in the recycling bins. Remember that plastic is light, so this figure represents a lot of bottles dumped in classrooms. Some of them don’t even get into any bin. 

A large proportion of the ‘Plastics -anything that’s not a bottle’ group is shiny crisp and snack packets. These are a real problem because the material is metallised plastic film, and is not recyclable. We’ve got LOTS of these in our litter – but fortunately not in our paper waste. These packets are a major contaminant to aluminium foil collections, since they are often, confusingly, marketed as 'foil wrapped for freshness'! Snack manufacturers have been asked to make the material composition of metallised films clearer to the public, to avoid the considerable confusion which arises.
Waste check 4: What sort of litter are people dropping in the school grounds?

(A ‘Litter Pick’ check)

We looked at the type of litter that people are dropping in the grounds, again using the same categories as in 2003. These results show the result of one litter pick when 7ScFa joined with a Year 10 science class and EcoSchools pupils. In ½ hour they collected three times the weight of litter that’s normally picked up. Thanks go to these students and to the Year 9 maths and languages groups on Fair Trade and Eco Day for analysing the data, and to the science & art groups who showed that something can be made out of rubbish.  

	TYPE OF WASTE
	WEIGHT (kg)
	PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL

	Paper of any type
	0.32
	7.37

	Aluminium cans
	0.10
	2.3

	Steel cans
	0.12
	2.76

	Aluminium foil
	0.00
	0

	Plastics - bottles
	1.80
	41.4

	Plastics – anything that’s not a bottle. Includes pens & plasticized paper*
	1.70
	37.5

	Pencils
	Negligible
	0

	Glass
	0.00
	0

	Organic waste
	0.10
	2.3

	OTHER – textiles  (cut off Ringwood ties), pencils and rulers
	0.30
	6.9

	Total
	4.44
	100


*This was the greatest volume by far: the grounds are full of crisp and sweet packets. Often, it’s the corner of a sweet packet that’s thrown down.  Metallised plastic film (see notes for Waste Check 3, above) does not biodegrade – & it’s unsightly as it glints in the sun. PLASTIC packaging is the UK’s biggest problem.  It is also Ringwood School’s biggest problem. 

“Plastic that doesn’t go into recycling bins goes into landfill sites where it doesn’t rot.  That includes crisp packets.  If plastic is burnt instead it produces poison gases like cyanide, sulphur dioxide, methane and carbon monoxide”.   (Mr Reading)

Waste check 5

Total mass of litter collected by class litter picks 5th –  8th July & 11th July

Thursday was the special litter pick day.
	Day
	Mass (kg)

	Monday
	1.65

	Tuesday
	1.43

	Wednesday
	1.62

	Thursday
	4.44

	Friday
	2.55

	TOTAL
	11.69


